
October is winding down and it certainly has been a month of many 
facets. it starts with warmth and sunshine and maybe ends with cold 
winds and rain. It is a month of beautifully colored trees as well as 
empty branches reaching up to a gray sky. It is a time of standing for 
life as well as battling those who still speak of a culture of death. It is a 
time of election commercials that praise as well as denigrate. For us as 
Catholics, it is a month to honor Mary as well as great saints from 
across centuries and continents. Fun is its ending name as children and 
adults, too, climb out of everyday clothes to assume a new identity for 
a little while. October calls us to look at all God has to offer and to 

say Thank You as we move to a month that draws us to an awareness 
of our need to give thanks. So, goodbye, October and welcome No-
vember! What surprises will you bring?  
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