
Today we celebrate the feast of the Annunciation to Mary that 
she would be the Mother of God. As important as this feast is, it is not a 
holy day of obligation--one of those days that call us to celebrate with 
Mass and in other special ways. Yet this year, this day is very special be-
cause we are asked to call upon Mary in her various titles, and again 
ask her intercession with Jesus  for the needs of our world. As a Moth-
er, she stands ready to do whatever is necessary to assist her chil-
dren..  As we pray with our Holy Father on this day, we remember in a 
special way that we are her children, given to her on Calvary as her Son 
hung dying on the cross. Let us honor her Yes to God and know that she 
will hear and take our prayers to her Son.  

This weekend also marks the midpoint of the Lenten Season. It calls us 
to" Rejoice" ,  for the time of our salvation is near. It is good to pause 
and celebrate, but to also remember  that the journey continues to the 
hill of Calvary.     
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