
"There is nothing in this world more to be prized than true 
friendship."  These words come from Thomas Aquinas, and I 

wonder if he thought about this as the feast of St. Bartholomew 
was celebrated. Bartholomew had a great friend, Philip, who 

brought him to Jesus. While Bartholomew was a little skeptical 
about a person coming from Nazareth as the Messiah, Philip was 

very strong in wanting to bring his friend to meet Jesus. And so, 
Bartholomew, aka Nathaniel, becomes a true follower of Jesus 

because of the push he received from a friend.  Our friends and 
friendships are special and we celebrate them in many ways. 

Hopefully, our friendships bring us closer to Jesus and we bring 
our friends closer to Him also. Who might you bring to Jesus to-

day? 
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