
Today, October 19th, is the feast of the North 
American Martyrs. It celebrates the first missionar-
ies to this country who came to work with the Na-
tive Americans. These laymen and priests suffered 
numerous tortures, were sent back to their home 
lands, yet returned to this country to continue to 
bring the good news to Indian Tribes in this coun-
try and Canada. Theirs was the first blood shed on 
this soil in order to bring others to Christ. Let us 
ask for their intercession and blessing on this land 
of North America as we continue to deal with the 

problems of our time. 
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